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This detailed map of the Carolina Piedmont is part of a much larger map of the eastern United States, published in London in 1787 by William Faden, “Geographer to the King.” It was included in the first (1787) and second (1796) editions of Banastre Tarleton’s Revolutionary War memoir, A History of the Campaigns of 1780 and 1781 in the Southern Provinces of North America. Dated February 3, 1787, the map is entitled “The Marches of Lord Cornwallis in the Southern Provinces Now States of North America Comprehending the Two Carolinas, with Virginia and Maryland, and the Delaware Counties.”  Faden’s map shows important towns, roads, fords, ferries, mills, outposts, and plantation sites in both North and South Carolina circa 1780-1781, and includes hand-colored lines tracing the movements of the British troops in the Carolinas. The red lines indicate the marches of Lord Cornwallis’ army; the blue lines indicate the movements of the Brigade of Guards under Brigadier General Charles O’Hara; and the yellow lines indicate the movements of the British Legion under Lieutenant Colonel Banastre Tarleton. The map does not show the movements of small detachments of the British army, only the major movements of the main body of Cornwallis’s army, and of the Guards and the British Legion when they marched as a united corps.

This copy of the William Faden map was photographed by historian Michael C. Scoggins of the Culture & Heritage Museums of York County, SC, from an original copy of A History of the Campaigns of 1780 and 1781 in the Southern Provinces of North America by Lieutenant-Colonel Banastre Tarleton, Commandant of the late British Legion (second edition, London: T. Cadell Jun. & W. Davies, 1796). This copy of Tarleton’s book is housed in the collections of the South Caroliniana Library at the University of South Carolina, Columbia, SC. The map was subsequently reprinted in Mr. Scoggins’ book, Relentless Fury: The Revolutionary War in the Southern Piedmont (Rock Hill: Culture & Heritage Museums, 2006).
